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+. or-Unlawfulneſs of Swearing under the Go- 
 ſpel; ſtared and conſidered of, GC 


"4 ;"# 4 i= 6, Queſt. | 
Py: F Hether it be lawful for Chriftians (whe 
know Chrift, the Subſtance of all the 
| Shadows. under the Law, ' and are in 
the New Covenant ) to Swear upon weighty occaſions, as it 
was lawful for the Jews to do under the Old Covenant ? or, 
Whether 'Chrift alloweth his Diſciples to ſwear in ſolemn 
Caſes,” as Moſes aid allow his Diſctples ? | 
Aiiſw. For the clearing of this weighty Controverſie 
to all fuch; as fingly defireroknow the Truth (as it is in 
Jeſus:). in. this particular, that their hearts may bow to 
- Him therein, and not be overtaken with the Reaſon- 
ings and Subtilties of the Carnal Mind ( which never 
knew nor.can:know the Power, but hath alwayes been, 
and ſtill is ſetting\up'dead Images, of God's Truths and 
of his Worſhip, our of the Power) theſe few things fol- 
lowing would be conſidered of. Firſt, What an Oath 
5, or, The natare uf: and true Oath under the Law, 


Secondly, The groundſÞþr occaſion of its Inſtitution.” Thirds 
ly, The Caſes whereighan Oath was to be uſed. Fourthly, 
The proper end gnd-jeruice of an Oath. Fitthly, The*ſu- 
tableneſs of tts nature'toits end and. feruite,} ' Laſtly, The 
perſons to»whomthe ufe of an Oath was proper in tt ſelf, 
ant intinded' and allered by God ; and whether there be 


. - any perſons to whom 1t is not proper, and to nhomi the as 
» doth notallogit? This Jaltis the main, and wi | 
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* fibn 8 the former may 
way Tor C into. 8 +. og) ' 
bh = Kin; As blip is lh, whe 36, of thenature 
— KY of it | Atrueand lawful Oath under the Law} wis an 
+8 Engagement or Bond upon the Soul({Namb;3 0. 2;) by 
the Ne of the Lord (Det. 10. 20.) to the ſpeaking 
of 'Truth in things affirmed, and to the performance of 
Truth in'things prom#ſed.. It was as a Seal toibind fallefi 
man (man fallen from the Truth;from the Uprightneſs) 
to. Truth in . his Ierds and Projmſes, either to God or 
man.. 'This 1s the nature.& uſe of an Qath,to wit,to bind 
the Soul to Truth, to be ſuch an Engagement upon the 
Soul, as, if there be any fear of Gadthere, it cannot. 


but dreadto break,” knowing thatthe Lord will not hold 
hin guiltleſs, that. taketh his Name in vain. ©  _.. 
[1 Secondly, The er or occaſion” of an 0ath,' is the 
2  Fallof'/Man from'[ruth, from Innocency, from the 
$---+-, Uprigitneſs which congaged him to Truth before his 
& + _ * Fall: ;Thisznade the Jews ſtand in need of this Bond 
undet the Law,/in their Purpoſes and Promiſes towards: 
God: and the ſame thing likwiſe |\made them ſtand-in 
need of it one from” another, to Ratifie ahd Confirm 
Truth: between them. 
Thirdly, The Caſes wherein. an Oath was to be. uſed, 
which were chiefly theſe tour. 
| | That the Truth, Integrity, and 
7. Incaſe of a Pro-\plain- Intention, of the Heart 
miſe or Vow to God, {might ſtand, and there might 
be no departing therefrom, in 
2, In-caſe, of Pro-)the thing promiſed, either to- 
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ie. to man, God or man ; an Oath in that. 
: wy ſtate was found uſeful to bind-. 
A | the Soul thereto, 3.1n 
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. chery can be _—_— from him ? inſomuch as no 
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p Auvr noind could not be be deterjpited, nh Ji ta» 

king the Confeſſion of the one Panty for there 

that Pafry was to ſeal his Confeſſion with an Oath, and 

-ſotheother to reſt ſatisfied therewith, and the Con- 
troverhe thereupon end: 

Fourthly, The.end of a an Oath, which: is, for final-Con- 
firmation, and avoiding of all turther Strite and Cou- 
tention about the Thing ſworn to. By binding the 
Thing ( promiſed or athrmed) with an Oath, the thing 
is confirmed ; and now there is no more rife, in the 
heart concerning the- thing, it relating to God, or,be- _- 
tween man and man in things relaing tp them, butthc 
ftrivingnature is bound: down by the Oath of .Gad 
wherewith the Thing is ratified, and ſothe Doubt pas 
Uncertaiaty removed, and the Conteſt ended. _Fhus 
of right it ought to be, adi is where the Oxth is torci- 
ble and in its proper ſervice. M 

Fifthly, The ſutableneſs of its nature to the end aid 
at by it, Man out of the Chriſtian Lite , can;go no,tur- 
ther, than to engage hiniſelf by the fear and dread of 
that God, whom he profefſeth to! worſhip and ſerve, 

and who cannot. but be jealous of his Name and Ho- 
nour,..and ready tovindicate the taking of it in yain. 
Man under the Law; could.not bind himſelf to. God, 
in any promiſe or ſeryice more than thus ; nor can there 
be any greater Bond or Seal of Truth given by one man 
to another, in the fallen ftate, than this. , And he that 
will venture to break. this, what but Deceit. and T] 
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k , kind fince'the Creation. - -- dj 
| 1. An Eſtate. of Innotency, 'an Eſtate of Integrity, 
of Purity, of Riphreouſheks, 
lye or deceive ; bur his Promiſes to God, and his words 
ro men,” muſt needs be Yea and Amen: for it was im- 
poſkible to-man; who was made in God's Image(which 
is Truth) to lye or deceiye, until the Deceitentred him, 
and drew him out of the Truth. 
+. 2; There was (and ſtill is ) an Effate of deep Captivi- 
iy, whereit this Trath and Irnocency was wholly loft, 
and'man wholly corrupted in his ſpirit and nature; and 
wholly degenerated from God.” This was the' Eftate 
ofthe Heathen, who knew not God'generally,-nor-de- 
fired after Him,but walked-in'the vanity of thei-minds, 
and were giveiup to their'own hearts luſts: ' Yet a- 
mong ſome of theſe the Eternal Principleof Life was 
ſtirring , which. did check them, and offer” to guide 
them out of this Eſtate , which'rhey chat hearkened 
©, di# not remain in the Fall with rhe reft; but felt 
ie Power of that, which reproved and checked then,* 
ES circum- 


There have been four Eſtates or Conditions of Man- 
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Hearts ;-and;. in'thei Obedience 
thereto, /jultifying them 2 (their:Conſiences- before 
(Rods 919399199 w353 5 a cant avry 319 nid 0) 
-! 3. There was an Eftate of ſhadowy Redemption, which 
was not the true aye farm hh itſelf, or they 
thegrue Pegple: which-wereito be redeemed, but aſha- 
dow of it the Redemtion, aſhadow.of the Redeemed 
People,aſhadow of the Way and.Path of Lite,whercin: 
were guns of the Heavenly.Subſtance, the Heaven- 
ly People, the Heavenly Things, the Heavenly Inhe- 
ritance; the Heavenly VYood, &c.. But all theſe Figures 
in and under the Law, were not the true Heavenly and 
Inviſible Things themfelyes, but outward and viſible 
Signs and Repreſentations of them. 

. . 4+: There was, and, blefled be the Lord, now at 
length ( after the great; long and dark night of Apo- 
ſtacy)-agaitt is. brought forth an Eſtate of [rue Redem- 
ption;whexein the Soul is brought back trom the Death, 
from the Captivity, from the Fall, from the Deceit,and 
from the Shadows intothe Truth) into the pure Lite, 
into the Innocency,-1nto the Uprightneſs ;- wherein 
Chriſt { the Power ot God ) is witneffed, and the Soul 
new formed.'in his pure Image, and become a new” 
Creature, having a new Eye, ,a new Ear,. a new Heart, 
anew Nature, anew Litc and Spirit ( in the newneſs of 
which Life, it is tolive and walk.) a new Conrle and 
Converſation, a new Place to walk and have its Con- 
rerſationin, even in that very Heayen, from whence it 
looks for the Saviour ;' wherein alſo all old things, 
which-came in by the Fall, and all the old ſhadows of 
the Law are to pats away, and inthis ſtate all things to: 


, become new. And this is not only to be expected in/ EF. 


the perfection of this ſtate, but belongs (in its meaſure 


and 


Ne dcla. a of 1 EGO 

and degree )ito the very begi 

> puree kr into-Chriſt, and can be- faid 
to be in Chriſt, even then he is a new Creature, and all 
- thivgsthen begin to-beeome new, -nato him; and he is 
then to begin; departing '/fromallthe old things, both of 
the Naturalor Heatheniſhſtate,and of the Jewiſh ſtate, 
untilhe hathlefr them all behind. The Apoſtle faith 
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expreſly; 1fany.mas be: in Chriſt, he is @ new Creature : 


Old things are. away 3 all things are become new. 
mae ___ Maſſer of all Believers, who him- 
{elf was not ofthe World, calleth all His Diſciples and 
Followers outof-the World. How out of the World > 
doth He call them from having any being or commerce 
ia the Earth, or in the World 2 Nay, not ſo, but to 
come out of the ev and corrupt flate, prattices 8 wayes 
of the World ; out of the Earthly Wayes of the Hea- 
thens, out. of the Earthly Ordmances and Obſervations 
of the Jewes 3; yea, -even 'out of every thing in both, 
which was not of the Father, butof the World ; and 
this made them a gazing ſtock to both, and the ſcorn 
and hatred of both,where-ever they came. 

Theſe are the four Eftates or Conditions of Man- 
kind fince the Creation : in one of which, allmen that 
ever were, have been to be found ; and according to 
the Eſtate and Condition wherein Man is found, is the 
Law of God to him, and His Requirings oft him, 


Now let any man, in the Fear of the Lord God, 
weigh and conſider, to which ſort or ſorts of theſe an 
Oath was uſeful in it ſelf, and allowed by God,” and tor 
whichnot. Was it uſeful in the InnocentRate 2..or,did 
God appoint it there, when man could not but fpeak 
Truth 2 or, is it uſeful in the Redeemed Eſtate, w 
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> Isnothe that is in- Hig, th 


the' Trath;e 


bf ther-Lawyitoldſt albChafk:the S + Fane? 15 
nor this the Bond of the Goſpel'Þ/and douh nor this 
ſeal Truth, and Kegpto Frugh. wore ferly So the 


op mn any nf leferBond.( 


= _ 
bh wecdibE. and: ER, ? .;M |; maycreaſon ſubtil- 
ty, and perſwaile ſtrongly 4 Truth. ,. but we 


andihfalliblyinthe Lightof the Locd,. 


chartheiuſe: an Oach was pot-for Matyin kamocepcy, 
nor- for Man tnderthe-pojyer and: yerrue of the-Re- 

by-Chriſt -{ which brings Man back into the 
'Truth;. into the . thnocency {tf fro thar Life, and 
Strength, which ey rn in/the Truth, and Innocen; 
cy). but for fallen Man; -for Man erredifrom the Truth 
and Covenant of God And it is very manifeſt to.us, 
that for aDiſciple of Chriſt;who hath coma the Law 


fromHis Lips\againft: Swearing ; to be brought; back - 


again to:Yvearrng. © (thelbad Mari itthe-£ Kate, 
'and under the Law) is no'lefle than a denialof Chriſt, 
-who-ishis Lite and Redeemer qut- of the fallen ſtate, 
[and who alſo is the Subſtance; which ends the Oaths: 
[and he'thathath ever known the: pare Power of His 
'Life;/and received-the pure Law \in._ the. clear 
= of his _ muſt not depare-from thence, 
. .fromtheteeling of thar, into.the fleſhly #eaſonings, -11- 
En era ergo ty hart which will 
Ingorprotacins: Scriptures, as 
op map ewe Crofe ; 'bur'keep tothat Phwee which 
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New:Credture:? Wee! jor: allthe Garbe' and, Shaduzr 


whereofthe Oath ES 
is the ſubſtance and intent af | 
- of it t6 bind #0 thefſpeaking Xt of Trarh? | 


ir thar binds wit OB the fb 
rac ogitonhern of :an Oach/ 'br the ſenſe and 


thing the 
ight of the aporrkinpirit? -- Ir was not 

ben ati Oath, but Ec :hid:on- 
Jorheath; aptiichi bouindrhe Few andere Law : ag 


it there be-mote weighr-and fabſtimce tm ple 
f 
_ bindi br rar 


of fatis 40 4t- Toro ca Ef 


verfation,and aprightipea 
m0ArY years*{ both 
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cm) rope 2rfl wo raed 22] 97 0 
eſf's ay vr Bus though nay not fwegy AB 
; yet why may he nat fiveer in relation ta the 
Groton othercs Goring Cad bomfolf {ware in thai re- 
iy 1 Who 'w4t.as mach. ri the Pavarand Virtus of that 
Life whith bind,” from Saenring. 64 a Chriflian can be 7 

Anſw+: tc (God: ps -hound Himſelf by. the 
Laws) 'whetowith Heibinds the Creature) may cither 
Himfelts or by. a Ipfirumept (iu bis immediate Life 
d Paws ; Which the Cxcarure bach-not liber: 
Hipdapides Out #hiaty4s no warrant in general, 
_ CEE Ee gee hols womb 

AY \. ons r overt 
<a we Ng who was a6 faichtyl: in"all His 
Honſedsatf.ondues Maſcs tho fervent was in bi e) 
by whom the ſame God, who once allowed Jaths t0 
the Feroſ> hathpow, Wholly torbidden $S wearing. And 


lathe Difcipha, diligansly avd faichfully oye the Laws 


pw yr Covenat;(whichiars, wrigen by, and te- 
the :ingrefied Wand of Faih Faith jn theheart ) 
beſhall dOatsexchaded there.as' a part af, the Old 


Cavenant> even 93 4/2tere/ and /oadoiny Copfirmation 
of -Txarh among the Jews: nader Maſs hisNiſpenſa- 
Sanur theitiwa pl the Law 1 butihe Grearand Truth 
i folt 3: thedubſiance, -and the-Ferth reetoed | is-the ſeal 
_ Truth under the Goſpel, box. rowards | God and 
PINL.2 it 1 
" etafow to A Qhriftian wap nes ſwear ia-relationta 
the ſarsladtion of pthers; Becqule./be 43/16 hold forth 
bis Light:his Life his Prieiple inqhe eye-oftheworlds 
| —_— t9.tekifie x9 the ww wah Exeellency of. it, oy 
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or ofthe Jews cane) Now hi is caring noi wh 
IIa 


db of things," Which is hord of hidown 
paragement of the worth and 

weight of that Priceiple” of: Truth, 'which'God'hath 

por tf him Irs indecd den! 


of it + rake iaco the Daw-bond; thay 
the Goſpel-bond by;"and ih affrmg'oftharas 2B&ad, 
which indeed once wisfo; but'isnowexchaded bythe 
Lay of Faith from beingia/Bond any longer, and hath 
loft its vertue, And if ren would bat open their 
they might cafily ſee /howlitrle'Oaths bind; [indo 
unprofitable chey arero'theend and aſe for! —_—_— 
are intended : but the Yea'and Amenin'C the Prmn- 
_ cipleof Life) cantor bebroken, «bur abides 
in Hini, muſt performrhe The and; Amon; which is firm 
in Him, / - © 04) 2mct offs mode cl 
Anſw.3. A Chriſtian'or ey rr Grede wn 
der the Goſpel;- Becaiſe/Chriſt | 
feſlion or Aﬀfirmition'of the Truth;-from 
of this Lift, inſtead of Oath ev origadrpvey 
only. by the Apoſtle Paul's rendrin rr Saſs. jg inthe 
Law-time, Cofoin ſing, inthe fulfilling 'of it under the 
ſo by 


Goſpel; [but Chriſt's vebglig in the Tes, Yea, 
and Nay, Nay, infteat of rtie-Law $ Swearing. In the 


Jew the Oath was the Seal or Confirmation underthe 
Law : inthe Diſciple, who is mthe Life; and hath lear- 
ned the Truth of Chriſt the Life, the Yea, Yea, the Nay, 
Nay, is. appoitted him by-Chtift: itiſtead of the Oath. 

And thoaghthe kibriley and fleſhly widotsftrivehard; 

ro wreſt that place out'of the hands of the Simplicity, 
| yetthey ſhall never be able to do it; but he thatloo 


Hoarkeis, ; 
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"In pram ere. py plainly ſe 
þeriprnem rr cer drm ra ki 
ring. which was proper and allowed to the Jews under 


we in the Light of that Spirit where- 


the Law, andto bring the Confeſſion or Denial of the 

Fry the Yea, Tea, and Nay, Na » (fromthe Go- 

irit and'Principle in the Diſciple.) in the ftead 

"y _ Which;'to. make more manifeſt to the. Hoes | 
i. rar  and'naked heart, which is willing to: take u 

and 'Truth- of God in every thing, with: pron 

croſſes that attend it, let theſe few Lines following be 


.. uprightly conſidered of. 


{Eirt; Thar ſlight; trivial and frequent Oatlis were 
nocallowed mat. the Law, but forbidden by the Law, 
as ataking of Gods mia and Dreadful par vain. 


a. vain = were then for- 
biddew;, Hf eonaeps ty. Oaths (-fuch as 


were needful and uſeful to thet gs Tnended) were al. 


lowed under the Law... So in allthoſe- caſes before ex- 
Oaths were allowed and juſtifiable, ſo that they 


were but caretul.to perform themand did not forfwear 


* themſelves, /- // 


Thirdly, Chriſt brings in an. Exception againſt the 


viſe of this lawful Swearing.uader the Law,. as the word 


But 'doth plainly fignifie, and forbiddeth Swearing 
wholly, -alro er, or atall. The Law faith, Thou 
foalt ne for wear thy ſelf ( that's the ſubſtance of what 
the Law «7% itallows Swearing, but forbids. For- 
fwvearmg ) But I fay unto you, Yelhal not only: avoid 


For fearing, but Swearing allo, and that wholly or alto- 
: But I ſay unto you, Swear nat at all. 

Fourthly, rift brings in another thing inſtead of 

Swearing ( athing far more ſutable tothe: truth, plain- 


neſs 
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enough lefrron Diſciple, to 1a 
tifie rea man concerning the ofa thing by a Con- 
fefion,..as much! as hm Oath; Foris-itnot: full as 
way. the Goſpel to confeſs the Preſence of 

,orthat He is Witneſs, or. that we ſpeak. 

in his'Fear, -and-in. the feeling of his. Lite and Power, 
asit was underthe Law.to ſwear by his Lafe, by bus Fear, 
by bis Power, or the like > Is not the gof fad 
by a Chriſtian, of niore weight, than the:$wcaringiby 
Himifrom a/Jew .oc Heathen 2. Q Natians and-Biywers 
of the:Earth, ſeek Truth, ge Ar Axrvmens. ind-da 
not ſetup a Formbr Image of. things/in your own wills 
( and according to: your own wilde Jy 3 Meme 
above the Powerof Gad. ore 
- Andlet itbe due thakdeted, whether the Powers 
of this Nation deal kjndly with the Lord;: in 
an-Oarh from his People, :who not 4n;the death difatie, 
fon to them,: but only in fidelity of Conſcitnce.th 
Chriſt their Lord and Maſters: cannot bild refuſe jr; 


The Queſtion is ;concerning their Fidelity and Obey | 


dience to the King, that is the thing whigh an-Oath.is 

aired to ratifie and:confirm. : Now'the-Sweavig is 

'( or formal taking of! ap Oath) is:of lile.values, 
but to be obedient, to be:faithful, is the thingot value. 
The caſe then ftands thus ;: The Lord hath 1a formed 
them, that they cannot ,byit be. fairhfuk and abedigne. 
The Lord hath raifed"up that Principle-ythem; which 
cannot hurt the King, orany;man, nor Canpot ftandiby 
and fee him or any.man hurt, without endeavouring te , 
prevent * 
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avoiding) evil; and /theit Yep, and-Nay from. this | 


*, 


voxding” 
Principle,” is: the beſt Security which they can poflibly 


=_e aoyian(and he who hath thus formed them in - 
> pure Principle of his Life, hath likewiſe forbidden 
thenyto. ſwear). But this cannot be: accepted for want 
oF the other Confirmation, to wit, of Swearing, which 
came-in by the Fall, and was allowed among the ſha+ 
dowsbfithe Laws but is forbidden by the Goſpel, - 
n:Now,@ King, ſhall-not God's People be faithful and 
obedientto the Lord as well asto thee ? ſhall they nax 
- berrug'tathe Principle of Life, wherein they arg ber 
gotten and brought hea the- Love and-Gaod-yull 
to all, and out of Enmity to any ? Hath God raiſed up * 
in them a Principle whicli cannot deceive, and will not 
the Yea and Nay of that ſerve ( after ſo much experi- 
ence, through ſo many changes ) but they muſt either 
break Chriſt's Command, and hazard their Souls, or 

elſe loſe their Liberties and Eſtates ? | 
O that men would wait on the Lord , for his pure 
Bear to be written on their hearts by the finger of His 
Spirit, that they might come out of the fleſhly wiſdom 
into the womb of the Eternal Wiſdom, from whence 
our Principle came ; that they might be able to ſee and 
Juſtifie the Purity, Righteouſneſs, Nobility and Worth 
of it , and that they might feel its ſecurity from all 
that is out of the Good-will, outof the Leve, out of 
the Life, and out of the Peage, that fo there might be 
an end of all Strife, Rebellion, Heart-burnings, Plots, 
and all manner of Wickedneſs and Ungodlineſs, which 
have noplace in it, but daily waſte and wither where it 
is ſown and grows, even till they come to an end, and 
till” 
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